
 

 

Dear Inspector 

Welcome to the first LAA Inspector Newsletter.  This is intended to be an 
occasional, but regular letter e-mailed especially to inspectors to keep you 
informed of topical developments, and to draw your attention to various 
airworthiness issues as they become known.  This first Newsletter is sent out in 
conjunction with the launch of a dedicated 'Inspector Zone' on our website.  To 
find this, go to our website home-page, click 'aircraft' and at the bottom of the 
drop-down menu, click 'Inspector Zone'.  Currently the site shows Newsletters, 
Airworthiness Information, Links, Find an Inspector, Forthcoming Events, and 
Administration, though these subjects may be expanded as time goes by.  I 
hope you find the combination of this Newsletter service and the Inspector Zone 
makes the job of fulfilling your role as an LAA Inspector just a little bit easier.  It 
is vital that you keep me directly updated with your latest contact (phone and e-
mail) details, though I know that by virtue of the fact that you are reading this 
we must be up to date e-mail-wise.  Please go to our website to check your 
contact information and let me know of any changes needed.  Unfortunately, the 
website-based map display facility has just gone tech' (clever people are working 
on it) but you can still search by name or postcode.  

You will receive the usual letter inviting you to renew your inspector's approval 
within a few days.  Please respond on receipt, though the bad news is that the 
annual fee is up by £5.00 to £35.00. We hope you are not put off by this and I 
look forward to returning your new 2013 inspector's card soon.    

Use of on-line facilities will become more and more prevalent and this is the year 
that the Aircraft, Engine and Propeller sections of SPARS will be transferred to 
our website-based TADS.  Eventually, inspectors will need to check and comply 
with the latest TADS, rather than SPARS, when it comes to renewing Permits to 
Fly – more on that in due course.  The remaining sections of SPARS are still 
important and will remain - expect an update soon. 

Recently Issued Airworthiness Information 

Cylinder Head Inspection/Replacement Rotax 912 & 914 

All Tail-Draggers with Tubular Steel Frames 
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http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/engineering/Airworthiness/home_page_airworthiness.html
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/engineering/Airworthiness/home_page_airworthiness.html
http://www.lightaircraftassociation.co.uk/inspectors/Zone/Letter%20to%20owners%20spindle.pdf


Conformity with Drawings 

Recently spotted on a new-build soon-to-fly Pietenpol project is this tailplane 
bracing wire attachment bracket (Figure 1).  Obviously, the corrosion proofing is 
poor, but the reason why LAA Engineering has asked the owner to remove the 
bracket and make a new one is that the material dimension between the bracket 
edge and hole edge is inadequate.  This bracket had been supplied by a 
commercial source as a finished item.  This is an airworthiness-critical 
component, and normal practise would require the edge of the hole to be no 
closer to the bracket edge than 1.5 x hole diameter.  This aspect had been 
missed during the relevant build-stage inspections.  The ‘build-stage’ inspector’s 
role centres on ensuring conformity with drawings and compliance with normal 
practise, so this example serves as a good illustration of the sort of thing to be 
looking out for, on commercially supplied items just as much as on those 
constructed by the amateur builder.  

 

Figure 1.  Pietenpol Tailplane Bracing Wire Attachment Bracket.  

Tipsy Nipper Accident 

During February it was reported in the USA that a Tipsy Nipper T66 N1959N, and 
which until a couple of years ago operated in the UK on an LAA Permit to Fly as 
G-OVAG, crashed fatally.  Witnesses reported seeing a wing fail at the start of 
the accident sequence.  We have no inside knowledge as to the cause of the 
apparent wing failure and we wait to hear from the NTSB as to whether there is 
any airworthiness issues raised.  If that turns out to be the case then we will 
obviously pass on any findings immediately. 

http://aviation-safety.net/wikibase/wiki.php?id=153253 

 

http://aviation-safety.net/wikibase/wiki.php?id=153253


Weighing after Painting  

An accident report published by the AAIB this month describes a landing 
accident which occurred to a Jabiru UL-430 G-BYIM in August last year where 
the undercarriage collapsed on landing at Ince Airfield.  There were no injuries, 
but as a consequence the LAA is planning to mandate a 500 hour life on the 
undercarriage attachment bolts, for which an AIL will be published shortly.  The 
reason for mentioning the accident here is that in their report, the AAIB have 
drawn attention to the fact that following an earlier repaint the owner omitted to 
ensure his aircraft was reweighed, and didn’t alert his inspector to the repaint, 
even at the subsequent Permit renewal inspection.  A check-weigh of the 
assembled bits after the accident showed that the aircraft now exceeded its 
maximum permitted empty weight (see SPARS Procedures Section – Weighing of 
LAA Aircraft).  This matter was covered in Safety Spot - December 12, primarily 
for the benefit of aircraft owners but is presented here to highlight to inspectors 
the need to reweigh aircraft after painting, along with the attendant need to 
ensure microlight aircraft do not exceed their maximum permitted empty weight, 
and perhaps more to the point, to illustrate the difficulties inspectors might 
experience when dealing with an aircraft that has been ‘off your patch’ for the 
year since you last saw it.  You sometimes need to ask searching questions. 

 

Latest Recruit 

Finally, I thought you would be interested to hear about our newest 'young' 
recruit to the LAA inspectorship.  Well known to the Northamptonshire GA 
maintenance community, Frank Golding is now professionally retired from a 
lifetime of GA, but is still a practising licensed engineer.  It would be rude of me 
to give away Frank’s age, so let’s just say that Frank was 14 years old when he 
started work on Tiger Moths at Sywell, and that was in 1936.  You do the maths!  
Frank is following one of his customer’s Tiger Moths which is transferring from C 
of A to an LAA Permit to Fly.  We are delighted to welcome Frank, and his 
experience, to the ranks of the LAA inspectorship.   

  

Ken Craigie 

Chief Inspector 

 

 


